TO:  All Applicants for Funding

RE: 
New Direction

Date:
Summer 2010

The Simmons Foundation Board of Directors and staff recently reviewed our giving history.  The intent was to see how our grantees’ mission statements aligned with our donor’s intent and the Foundation’s mission: investing in the community so lives can be improved by helping people help themselves.  

Although this process was rigorous, it was also timely in light of the recent financial downturn that The Simmons Foundation, along with others in the philanthropic community, has experienced.  As a result, the Foundation decided to refocus its gifting in order to become more strategic and, at the same time, create additional opportunities to engage more directly with our grant partners.  

This refocusing has resulted in the Foundation making the difficult decision to limit its funding and to decrease the number of grantees.  Although we will still fund in the areas of human services, health, education and civic and community, the grants will be more faithfully aligned with our goal of helping people become independent, self-sufficient and productive members of our community.  
This re-ordering of priorities means that some agencies that have been our grant partners in the past will no longer receive funding.  Organizations that are no longer eligible for funding will receive written notice before the end of August.
The Foundation is mindful of the current economic realities that have affected many of the agencies we have partnered with over the years.  Accordingly, we regret any hardship our decision may impose.  
In the coming months we will be reviewing and updating our guidelines and application process.  These new documents will be available on the website beginning November 1, 2010.    
The Board and staff of the Foundation wish all the groups we have supported over the years success in the areas of fundraising and programmatic development.  Ultimately, we hope the clients, who are the beneficiaries of their important work, will become contributing members of our extended community.   
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